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Sector Policy 

Definition of “Sector”  A sector means a group of persons holding limited access 
vessel permits in the fishery management plan through which the sector is being formed, 
who have voluntarily entered into a contract and agree to certain fishing restrictions for a 
specified period of time, and which has been granted a TAC(s) in order to achieve 
objectives consistent with applicable FMP goals and objectives. 

Formation of Sectors  Each FMP may adopt a sector program through a plan 
amendment to enable limited access permit holders in the respective fishery to form 
sectors. In developing a sector program, the responsible species committees should 
adhere to the policy described in this document. Each committee should also review the 
Multispecies FMP sector program provisions as a basis for such a program, making 
modifications as needed to suit the specific fisheries.  

In developing a sector program, each species committee should state the objectives 
of such programs specific to the FMP, and such objectives will be the context for the 
periodic evaluation of specific sector programs. 

Each FMP must identify a single, fixed and permanent baseline for the purpose of 
sector allocation, but the Council recognizes that there may be reasons for exceptions. In 
such a situation, the respective species committee should provide the Council with the 
rationale for adopting multiple, movable or temporary baselines. 

Individual species committees should address the question of sector size limitations 
in the development of their own sector programs but each FMP, with the exception of 
red crab, should define a minimum sector size by specifying a minimum number of 
participants, expressed as a number of individuals or percent of permits, in order to 
ensure accountability among sector members, and not complicate administration or 
enforcement. 

Individual species committees should address the geographic limitations on sectors in 
development of their sector programs. 

Species committees should state which management measures within their respective 
FMPs could be eligible for exemption under sector programs, and such blanket 
exemptions would be subject to Council approval in the adoption of the FMP sector 
program. 

Allocation  Individual species committees, in considering sector proposals, must 
consider bycatch in other fisheries, effort displacement and the impact on common pool 
(non-sector) vessels and any other relevant factors when allocating TAC. 
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Sectors will adopt Annual Catch Limits (ACLs) and Accountability Measures (AMs) 
for species managed under the Sector’s FMP(s) and sector shares will be allocated as a 
percentage of the ACL of the applicable FMP. Species committees should consider stock 
condition in determining allocation eligibility in a manner consistent with the applicable 
FMP. Sectors will adopt measures consistent with ACLs and AMS for each FMP for 
incidentally caught species. 

Discards will not count toward a sector’s allocation but discards will count against a 
sector’s shares, unless a sector can provide other accountability for the discards and 
obtain an exemption. In other words, the calculation of a sector allocation, as a 
percentage of the total landings, would be based on historic landings only (not discards), 
but when the TAC is calculated each year, and a sector’s catch is monitored against the 
TAC, both landings and discards will be counted. 

Mortality Controls  Any allocation of TAC applied to a sector, when reached, 
would result in the sector fishery closing. Based on provisions in Multispecies 
Amendment 13 regarding overages by sector and non-sector vessels: if the sector does 
not exceed its assigned share or percentage in a given fishing year, but other sectors or 
the common pool do, the sector’s allocation will not be reduced; if the sector exceeds its 
annual allocation but others do not, then the sector share will be reduced in the 
following year, and if all sector and open pool vessels stay within their shares, but the 
resource condition requires a reduction in catch, then all groups will take reductions.  

Individual species committees should address the regulatory response to the situation 
where both sector and non-sector groups exceed their portion of the total TAC in the 
FMPs Accountability Measures. Overages of a sector’s allocation would be addressed in 
the annual evaluation and reauthorization process, and that individual species 
committees should establish the appropriate response for repeated overages, which may 
include disapproval of an operations plan. 

In terms of mortality controls in fisheries not directly impacted by the sector fishery, 
each FMP sector program should require that sector applicants identify potential 
redirection of effort as a result of sector operations and propose limitations 
(“sideboards”) if necessary to eliminate any adverse effects of effort redirection. 

Administrative, Monitoring and Other Policies  Sectors will be required to report 
their catch annually consistent with the Multispecies FMP sector reporting requirements, 
and any additional monitoring requirements should be stated in each sector’s Operations 
Plan and reviewed annually. 

Each FMP may allow proposals that request authorization for multi-year operations. 
If a multi-year sector program is allowed, and if the range of possible changes (e.g.,  
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membership and quota) is analyzed in the Environmental Assessment (EA), then a new 
EA would not need to be prepared each year. 

Each FMP may allow transfers of quota among sectors contingent on evaluation of 
proposals. If any transfers of TAC between sectors is allowed within an FMP’s sector 
program, those transfers would be on an annual basis, and the sector TACs would be 
reset each year based on the membership (which might change from year to year).  

The FMP also may authorize sector managers to request a quota transfer between 
themselves, and stipulate they may do so any time after the TAC(s) for the fishing year 
have been finalized. The species committees should develop FMP specific criteria for the 
approval or disapproval of TAC transfers. If a sector transfers a portion of its TAC to 
another sector, and then exceeds its remaining portion, the transferred portion would 
not be affected, but the sector would have its TAC reduced proportionally the following 
year by the amount of the overage. 

Each FMP should state that vessels can only be in one sector within that FMP in any 
fishing year.  

Species committees should adhere to the policy and guidelines described above, and 
wherever they deviate from these, should provide substantial rationale for such variance 
to the Council for its consideration and approval. 




