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Steven James 78'1434-2899

Stellwagen Bank Charter Boat Associati
P.O. Box 1221

Marshfeld, MA 02050

Cc: P"*-(

?79- {,6l-' 31/6

On behatf of the Stellwagen Bank Charter Boat Association ("SBCBA"), we are

extremely disappointed by thg latest results of the Gulf of Maine ("GOM') cod stock

assessment. The Stellwagen Bank Charter Boat Association is comprised of over one

hundred Cliarter Boat Captains and Mates that sustain themselves by fishing for
Northeast Multi Species and primarily target codfrsh in the GOM. Accordíng to the most

recent New EnglandFishery Management Corxrcil ('\EFMC') cod stoak'assesslen! in

less than ayeã\the co$. population has gone fronì a sustainable and higbly productive

fishery to being on the'verge of a complete collapse.. This finding is inconsistent with

r"""ni UIVLA.SS Dartnouth STate cod population studies as well as the numbe¡ of cod and

otherbottom fish that a¡e being caught in the Gulf of Maine by SBCBA membem as well

as other recreational fisherrnen.

We fulty support your written request to the National Marine Fisheries Service

(TIMFS")to conduct i¡no'ther cornprehensive GOM cod stock assessment. Further, tw'e

ask for an evaluation of the means and methods utilized to statically evaluate the status of
the cod biomass present in the Gulf of lvfaine- We âre very concerned ttrat additional

effort controls including additional seasonal closwes and/or size or bag limits will have a

highly dstriTrental effect on our struggling businesses and will force the closure of many
:Ch¿rter Boat O¡rerators-

Historically, the GOM CharterÆarty Boat Operators have made huge sacrifices in their

fishing efforËs in order to stay within compliance of the burdensom.e and overly

restricãve Ngrtheast Multi Species regfations. .Iu 2003, Amendment 13 to the Northeast

Muttispecies Management Plan ímposed a Charter/Paqty boat restriction ofjust ten

codfish as thc daily bag lirnit. Additional limits rvere implernented in 2006 that included

an inc:ease in the minimum size of GOM cod fror.t2?" to 24 and a closed season for

GOM cod from Nov 1'! - Aprit ltt. This five month closure reduced the CharterfParry'

cod fishing season by forty t\Mo percent. In 2009, this seasonal closure was inüeased by

an additional action implemented undff Framework 42by increasingthe closed season

on codfish for CharterÆarfy vessels during'the first fifteen days in April. All these

measures where intended to increase the sustainable leveis of cod biomass in the GOM

and up until the mgst rece,nt GOM.cod assessmen! appeared to be working.

The GOfu{ ChuterlParty fishemren ask that youpwsue all possible options to allow for !_-

the extension date of the rebuilding period of the GOM cod-fish stocks. Without a:r

extensiorç it will be fhe last straw for many hard rvorking fishe,r:nen u'ho have sacrificed

December 16,2071

The Honorable John Kerrj"
218 Russell Building
Second Floor
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Kerry':
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Stellwagen Bânk Chaner Boat Association
P.O. Box 1221

Mmsh-field, MA 0205O

over the years doíng their part to help rebuild the GOM cod stocks. If GOM codfish
retention reshictions becorne serrere enough as to warrært government authorized permit
buyout or dishibution of emerg€ncy fi¡nds, the GOM Cha¡terÆa¡ty Operators need to be
ftlly included in any relief funds directed to the region.

The excitement and adventure of GOM cod fishing d¡aws anglers from al1 over the
country who want to experience deep-sea sport fishing. They come with hopes of taking
one of America's finest food fish back home and to spend theirvacation andhard earned
money with us. They support the local seaside businesses withthe purchase of lodging,
meals, gasoline, tackle, .and supplies which all contributes to our local economy. \tr/ithout
rea.sonable bag limils and the current season, these anglers will simply fish elservhere

devastating. ow businesses and local economies.

V/e are asking for yow support to make sure that thelrIMFS invites us to future meetings
regarding this nratter as stakeholders and whose businesses depend on this fishery. We
are no dtfferent than the GOM Commercial Fisherman and have just as much a vested
interest in the managernent and access to the resource-

In clbsing, I greatly appreciate your tirne and look forward to working with you and the

members of your staff in finding a solution w'hich will allorv the Charier/Parly induslry to
continue in a üaditional fishery in the GOM for codfish

If you have any questions please contact me at (78 t) 834-2899 or email at

b us til nbi LuameíÐ: hotniai l . colu

Sincerely,

/ÅØ*
Steven James, President
Stellwagea Bank Charter Boat Association

Copy: United States Senator, Scott Brown
United Stales Representativg John Tieniey
United States Congressman S/illiam Keating
Mr, Eríc Schwab, Assistant Director, National Marine Fisheries Service
Nifr. Paul Diodati, Director, Massachusetts Division ofMarine Fisheries
Mr. Robe¡t Zales, hesident, National Association of Cha¡ter Boat Operators
Mr. James Donofrio, Executive Director Recreational Fishing Alliance
ivlr. Paul Howard, Executive DirectorNEFMC
Mr. Barr,v Gibson, ChairmanNEFMC Recreational Fistring Adùisory Panel 
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CPF Charters (Perseverancett

P.O. Box 732
Brant Rock, MA 02020
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December l9,20ll

The Honorable John Kerry
218 Russell Builcling
Seconcl Floor
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Gulf of Maine Cod Stock Assessment

n EGETvE InI

tfï DEc 1s zrrlr lUl

NEW ËNGI.AND FISHERY
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

Dear Senator Kerry:

As a Charter Boat captain that actively fishes the Stellwagen Bank waters that is located
within the Gulf of Maine ("GOM') I am extremely disappointed by the latest results of
the GOM cod stock assessment. Accorcling to the rnost recent New England Fishery
Management Councíl ('NEFMC") cod stock assessment, in less than a year, the cocl
population has gone fiorn a sustainable and highly productive fishery to being on the
verge of a complete collapse, This fincling is irrconsistent with the recent Urriversity of
Massachusetts ('UMASS") Dartmouth State cod population studies as well as the
number of cod and other bottorn fish that are being caught in the Gulf of Maine by rne
and otlær Charter Boats as well as other recreational fishermen.

I ftlly support your written rcquest to the National Marine Fishelies Service ("NMFS")
to conduct attother comprchensive GOM cocl stock assessment. The NMFS incouectly
estirnated that status of the Pollack stock assessment in the past. I also request that an
assessment or evaluation of the means and methods utilized to statically evaluate the
status of the cod biomass present in the GOM also be conducted to properly assess the
cocl biomass.

Aclditional effort or controls including additional seasonal closures and/or size or bag
limits will have a highly detrirnental effect on my Chafier Boat business. Historically, the
GOM Chartery'Party Boat Operators have made huge sacrifices in their fishing efforts in
older to stay within conrpliance of the burclensome and overly restrictive Northeast Multi
Species rcgulations. In 2003, Arnendment l3 to the Northeast Multispecies Managenrent
Plan imposed a CharterlPartyboat resttiction ofjust ten coclfish as the daily bag limit.
Additional lintits were irnplemented in 2006 that inclucled an increase in the minimnm
size of GoM cod from 22" to24" and a closecl seasorl for GoM cod fiom Nov 1st -
Apt'il lst. This five month closure recluced the Charter'/Party cod fishing season by forty
two percent. In 2009, this seasonal closurc was increased by an aclditional actio¡r
implemented r¡nder Framework 42by increasing the closed season on codfïsh for
CharterÆarty vessels cluring the fitst fifteerr clays in April. All these measures lvhere
intendecl to increase the sustaittable levels of cod biomass in the GOM and up until the
most recent GOM cod assessment, appearecl to be working. I ask that yon pursue all

u;C-evi-^J, Tl{ (r>/ø)
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CPF Charters íPerseverancett

P.O. Box 732
Brant Rock, MA 02020
rvrvrv. c nfcha rte ru. co m

possible opiions to allow for tlre extension date of the rebuilcling period of the GOM
codfish stocks.

The excitement and adventure of GOM cod fishing draws anglem fiorn all over the
country who want to expetience cleep-sea spott fishing. They corne with hopes of taking
one of America's fïnest food fish back home and to spend their vacation ancl hard earned

money withrrs, They support the local seasicle businesses with the purchase of lodging,
meals, gasoline, tackle, ancl supplies whioh all contributes to oul'local economy. Without
reasonable bag lirnits and the curlent season, these anglers will sirnply fish elsewhere

clevastating out bnsinesses and local economies.

I greatly appreciate your time ancl look forward to wolking with you and the members of
your staff in finding a solution which will allow rne and my fellow Charter Boat Captains

to continue in a traditional frshery in the GOM for codfish.

If yotr have any questions please contact rne at (617) 291-8914 or email at
cnfchartersØvahoo. com.

Sincerel¡

Capt., Miclrael J. Pierdinock
CPF Charters
Stellwagen Bank Charter Boat Association
Recreational Fishing Alliance
Mass Striped Bass Association
Green Harbor Tuna Club

Cc: United States Senator, Scott Brown
United States Representative, John Tierney
United States Congressman William Keating
Mr. Eric Schwab, Assistant Director, Natio¡ral Marine Fishelies Service
Mr'. Paul Diodati, Dircctor, Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries
Mr'. Robert Zales,President, National Association of Charter Boat Operators
Mr. James Donofiio, Executive Director Recreational Fishing Alliance
Mr. Paul Howard, Executive DirectorNEFMC
Mr. Bauy Gibson, Chairman NEFMC Recreational Fishing Advisory Panel

2 of?





16 December20It

The Honorable John Kerry
One Bowdoin Square, Tenth Floor
Boston, MA 02114

Dear Senator Kerry:

We, the undersigned group of 61 academic scientists, are writing to request your help facilitating a
public review of an important marine conservation and management proposal for the waters off the
coast of New England. Recently NOAA's Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary (SBNMS) released a

draft proposalto designate a Sanctuary Ecological Research Area (SERA)within its boundaries
(http://stellwagen.noaa.govllibrary/pdfs/sbnms sera_proposal.pdf). The rationale for the SERA
proposal is to delineate an area to conduct monitoring and research to better understand how human
uses of the marine environment affect biological diversity, including those species managed for
sustainable harvest. By design, the SERA has three sub-areas and will allow long term studies of marine
communities under different fishing regimes as well as a limited area with no-fishing that will serve as a
reference site. There currently is no such area in the Gulf of Maine. Without a true research/reference
area, understanding the effects of human uses ofthe oceans, the foundation for ecosystem
management, is severely compromised. The SERA will permit such research, the results of which will
address the management needs of both SBNMS and New England fisheries.

Scientists and managers contributingtothe design of the SERA proposalunderstood that it
would be referred by NOAA to the New England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) for consideration
in an ongoing Essential Fish Habitat amendment process. The referral by NOAA to the NEFMC is the key
criticalstep to initiating an open and public review. Following its own lengthy public process, the
SBNMS Sanctuary Advisory Councilvoted by a wide margin to forward the proposal to the NEFMC.
Unfortunately, NOAA has not yet carried out that recommendation leaving the SERA proposal in
bureaucratic limbo. Referring this proposal to the NEFMC is not a public notice of impending regulation
but simply opens the door for a useful public discussion. Much discussion and analysis would remain
once the Council opens that deliberation, with many possible outcomes as the SERA proposal- even in
the most positive scenario - is combined with other contemplated management actions such as opening
fishery closed areas.

This proposal clearly addresses the needs of SBNMS, the National Marine Fisheries Service, the
NEFMC and the fishing community. While it may not be adopted as a result of the NEFMC and public
review process, it deserves an appropriate forum to be aired. Unfortunately, it appears that political
sensitivity, given the many additional conflicts currently in play in the realm of New England fisheries,
may be overriding NOAA's stewardship responsibilities.

We ask for your support and encourage you to contact the Department of Commerce and
NOAA to request they officially forward the SERA proposal to the NEFMC. This simple action formally
initiates a public conversation. lf DOC and NOAA are afraid of words, where is natural resource
management in our Nation headed? Thank you, in advance, for your consideration.

Sincerelyl,

Les Kaufman, Ph.D.

Professor of Biology
Boston University Marine Program
Boston, MA

Dtc 2 12011

NEW ENGLAND FISHERY
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
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Richard F. Ambrose, ph.D. " ''r t 
l, li Ì

Professor of Environmental Science l' . '

University of California '

Los Angeles, CA .

Richard Appeldoorn, Ph.D. . :

Professor
Department of Marine Sciences, University of Puerto

Rico

Mayaguez, PR

Dr. Nancy A. Auer
Associate Professor Biological Sciences

Michigan Technological University
Houghton, Ml

Peter J. Auster, Ph.D.

Research Professor of Marine Sciences

University of Connecticut
Groton, CT

Mark C. Benfield, Ph.D.
Professor
Schoolof the Coast and Environment, Louisiana State

University
Baton Rouge, LA

Dr. DanielR. Brumbaugh
Research Associate
lnstitute of Marine Sciences, University of California

Santa Cruz, CA

Ann Bucklin, Ph.D.

Professor and Head, Department of Marine Sciences

Director, Marine Sciences and Technology Center

University of Connecticut
Groton, CT

David M. Burdick, Ph.D.

Research Associate Professor
Department of Natural Resources and the Environment,

University of New Hampshire
Durham, NH

Jeb Byers, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Marine Ecology

University of Georgia
Athens, GA

Lawrence B. Cahoon, Ph.D.

Professor of Biology and Marine Biology
University of North Carolina

Wilmington, NC

Patrick Christie, Ph.D.

Associate Professor
School of Marine and Environmental Affairs and Jackson

School of lnternational Studies

U niversity of Washington
Seattle, WA

Benjamin Cuker, Ph.D.

Professor of Marine and Environmental Studies
Hampton University
Hampton, VA

Paul K. Dayton, Ph.D.

Professor of Oceanogra phy

Scripps lnstitution of Oceanography
La Jolla, CA

Mary Beth Decker, Ph.D.

Research Scientist
Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, Yale

University
New Haven, CT

Michael P. De Luca

Senior Associate Director
lnstitute of Marine and Coastal Sciences, Rutgers

University
New Brunswick, NJ

Fred C. Dobbs, Ph.D.

Professor
Department of Ocean, Earth and Atmospheric Sciences,

Old Dominion University
Norfollç VA

Tim Essington, Ph.D.

Associate Professor
University of Washington
Seattle, WA



James A. Estes, Ph.D.

Disti nguished Professor
Department of Ecology and Evolution, University of
California
Santa Cruz, CA

Ron J. Etter, Ph.D.

Professor
Biology Depa rtment, U n iversity of Massachusetts
Boston, MA

Scott C. France, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Biology
University of Louisiana at Lafayette
Lafayette, LA

Tamara Frank, Ph.D.

Associate Professor
Nova Southeastern Un iversity Oceanogra phic Center
Dania, FL

Roger T. Hanlon, Ph.D.

Senior Scientist
Marine Resources Center, Marine Biological Laboratory
Woods Hole, MA 02543

Gene Helfman, Ph.D.

Professor Emeritus of Ecology

Odum School of Ecology, University of Georgia
Athens, GA

Scott Heppell, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, Oregon State
University
Corvallis, OR

Mark Hixon, Ph.D.

Professor
Department of Zoology, Oregon State Univers¡ty
Corvallis, OR

Lewis S. lncze, Ph.D.

Research Professor
School of Marine Sciences, University of Maine
Walpole, ME

John Janssen, Ph.D.

Professor
School of Freshwater Sciences, University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee
Milwaukee, Wl

Peter Jumars, Ph.D.

Professor of Marine Sciences
Darling Marine Center, University of Maine
Walpole, ME

Christopher C. Koenig, Ph.D.
Reef Fish Ecology Group
Florida State University Coastal and Marine Laboratory
St. Teresa Beach, FL

Scott D. Kraus, PhD.
Vice President of Research

New England Aquarium
Boston, MA

Dr. Lori LaPlante
Associate Professor
Saint Anselm College
Machester, NH

Don R. levitan, Ph.D.

Professor
Department of Biological Science, Florida State
University
Tallahassee, FL

Ken lindeman, Ph. D.

Professor
Florida lnstitute of Technology
Melbourne, FL

James Lindholm, Ph.D.

James W. Rote Distinguished Professor of Marine
Science & Policy

California State University Monterey Bay

Seaside, CA

Romuald N. Lipcius, Ph.D.

Professor of Marine Science
Virginia lnstitute of Marine Science, The College of
William & Mary
Gloucester Point, VA



J. Ellen Marsden, Ph.D. Stuart Sandin, Ph.D.

Professor Assistant Professor of Marine Ecology

Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural Scripps lnstitution of Oceanography
Resources, University of Vermont La Jolla, CA

Burlington, W
Eric Schultz, Ph.D.

Steven Miller, Ph.D. Associate Professor
Research Professor Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology,
University of North Carolina University of Connecticut
Wilmington, NC Storrs CT

John C. Ogden, Ph.D. Timothy M. Shank, Ph.D.

Emeritus Professor of lntegrative Biology Associate Scientist
University of South Florida Woods Hole Oceanographic lnstitution
Tampa, Florida Woods Hole, MA

Dr. Michael K. Orbach Su Sponaugle, Ph.D.

Professor of Marine Affairs and Policy Professor Marine Biology & Fisheries

Nicholas School of the Environment, Duke University Rosenstiel School of Marine & Atmospheric Science,
Beaufort, NC University of Miami

Miami, FL

Robert T. Paine, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus of Biology Ben Steele, Ph.D.

University of Washington Professor and Chair
Seattle, WA Department of Natural Sciences, Colby-Sawyer College

New London, NH

Mark R. Patterson, Ph.D.

Director, Autonomous Systems Laboratory Robert S. Steneck, Ph.D

College of William & Mary Professor of Oceanography, Marine Biology and Marine
Gloucester Point, VA Policy

School of Marine Sciences, University of Maine
MichaelA. Rex, Ph.D. Walpole, ME

Professor of Biology
University of Massachusetts Bradley G. Stevens, Ph.D.

Boston, MA Professor and Distinguished Research Scientist
Living Marine Resources Cooperative Science Center,

Joe Roman, Ph.D. University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Research Ass¡stant Professor Princess Anne, MD
University of Vermont
Burlington, VT Stephen T. Tettelbach, Ph.D.

Professor of Biology
Matthias Ruth, Ph.D. C.W. Post Campus, Long lsland University
Roy F. Weston Chair in Natural Economics Brookville, NY

University of Maryland
College Park, MD



Brian N. Tissot, PhD

Professor
School of Earth & Environmental Science, Washington

State University
Vancouver, WA

Dr. Robert L. Vadas, Sr.

Professor Emeritus
University of Maine
Orono, ME

Penny Vlahos, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor
Department of Marine Sciences, University of
Connecticut
Groton, CT

Robert Warner, Ph.D.

Professor of Marine Biology
University of California
Santa Barbara, CA

Les Watling, Ph.D.

Professor of Biology
University of Hawaii at Manoa
Honolulu, Hl

Judith S. Weis, Ph.D.

Professor
Department of Biological Sciences, Rutgers University
Newark, NJ

Charles Yarish, Ph.D.

Professor
Departments of Ecol. & Evolutionary Biology and
Marine Sciences, University of Connecticut
Stamford, CT

PhilYund, Ph.D.
Director, Marine Science Center & Center for Land-Sea

lnteractions
University of New England

Biddeford, ME



Cc:

Senator Scott Brown (MA)

Senator Olympia Snowe (ME)

Senator Susan Collins (ME)

Senator Jeanne Shaheen (NH)

Senator Kelly Ayotte (NH)

Senator Richard Blumenthal (CT)

Senator Joseph Lieberman (CT)

Senator SheldonWhitehouse (Rl)

SenatorJack Reed (Rl)

Representative Joe Courtney (CT)

Representative Rosa DeLauro (CT)

Representative James Himes (CT)

Representative Jim Langevin (Rl)

Representative David Cicilline (Rl)

Representative Michael Capuano (MA)

Representative Barney Frank (MA)
Representative Edward Markey (MA)

Representative John Tierney (MA)
Representative Stephen Lynch (MA)

Representative Frank Guinta (NH)

Representative Mike Michaud (ME)

Representative Chellie Pingree (ME)

Secretary of Commerce John Bryson

Underseøetary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere Dr. Jane Lubchenco
Assistant Adminstrator for Fisheries Eric Schwaab

Assistant Administrator for Ocean Service David Kennedy
NMFS Regional Administrator Patricia Kurkul
SBNMS Superintendent Craig MacDonald
New England Fisheries Management Council Executive Director Paul Howard
New England Fisheries Management CouncilChaír Rip Cunningham

t - All of the scientists listed here have requested directly that they be included in this letter. Affiliations
after each name simply indicate academic affiliations and do not ¡mply that the contents of this letter
reflect the policies of those inst¡tutions.



Channel Fish Processing Co.,

December 22nd,2011

Mr. Colin Cunningham, Chair
New England Fishery Management Council
50 Water Street Mill2
Newburyport, MA 0i950

DearMr. Cunningham:

Channel Fish Processing Co., Inc is a long established, New England based, seafood processor
interested in purchasing a steady supply of Redfish fromNew England groundfish fishermen.

We are encouraged by recent successful experimental frshing for redfish by fisherrren enrolled in

fisherrnen and'nroi
W"'ùnd"r"ørdffi sectors have applied for an exemption from the

multispecies plan in order to efFrcientþ and effectively

. ,¿. .: ; : , 1'- ,_!:

We ask for your support for the request for exemption of the minimum mesh size restrictions.

National Sales Manager
Channel Fish Processing Co., Inc.

Cc Karen Roy - N.E.F.M.C.

18 Food Boston, Massachusetts 02118 TEL (617) 464-3366 FAX (617) 464-3377
I E
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Paul J. Diodati
Director

Commonwealth of Mas sachus etts
Division of Marine Fisheries
25I Causeway Street, Suite 400

Boston, Massachusetts 02114
(6t7)626-rs20

fax (617)626-1509

EGEIV

DËC '¿ fl ?Û11

Deval Patrick
Governor

P. Murray
Lt. Governor
rd K. Sullivan, Jr.

Secretary
MaryB. Grifün

Commissioner

December 20,20II

Patricia Kurkul
Norlùeast Regional Administrator
National Marine Fisheries Service

55 Great Republic Drive
Gloucester, MA 01930

Re: Directed Dogfish Exempted Fishery Request

NEWENGLAND FISHERY
uÁ¡¡neEn¡ENT couNclL

Dear Pat,

I am writing to urge consideration of an Exempted,Fishery Request by the Georges Bank Cod Fixed

Gear Sectoi(Fixeã Gear Sector). In a December 6ú letter to you the Fixed Gear Sector requests

exemptions dom certain groundfish monitorilg and discard related provisions while fishing on

designated spiny dogfish triPs.

Recent management actions have underscored the rebuilt status of dogfish and resulted in another

annual increase in the spiny dogfrsh quotå, at a time when groundfish sector operations are struggling

to break-even. Current information available from the fishery indicates that incidental catch of
groundfish is minimal when dogf,rsh are targeted by fxed gear, warranting a sensible approach to

áanagement of fishing trips directed on non-groundfish by sector vessels. An exempted fishery (50

CFR 600.745) appears to ùe the appropriate process for assessing the suitability of amended

regulations.

It is my understanding that should you determine the Fixed Gear Sector's application wa:rants further

considãration then a notice will be published in the Fede¡al Register. I look forward to providing more

detailed comments on any and all exempted fishery permit requests for di¡ected dogfish trips by

groundfish sector vessels at that time.

Sincerely,

,fu]Þ"¿x,
Paul J. Diodati, Director

Cc: Eric Brazer, Fixed Gear Sector Manager

John Pappalardo, CCCI{FA
Paul Howa¡d, NEFMC Executive Director
Rip Cunningham, NEFMC Chair
Terry Stockwell, MFMC Groundfish oversight committee chair
Tom Nies, NEFMC Groundfish FMP Analyst
Mark Gran! NMFS Sector AnalYst

Melissa Vasquez, NMFS Sector Analyst

¿¿-' ?'V¿c C.l-t- û/¿t)





DEVAL L. PATRICK
GOVERNOR

The Honorable John E. BrYson

Secretary of Commerce

U.S. Department of Commerce

UU Constitution Ave., NW

Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary Bryson:

OrrtcE oF THE GovrntloR

Cor'¡n¡oHwEALTH or M¡ssecHUSETTs
SrnrE Housg. BosroN, MA 02133

(617)725-4000

January 6,2012

TIMOTHY P. MURRAY
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Þl EGETvE |¡'ìtil JAN ooz'u U
NEW ENGLAND FISHERY
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

I write to express my concern regarding the recent news surrounding

the new preliminary stock assessments indicating a dramatic change to the

Gulf of Maine (GOM) cod. As you know, cod is both a key symbol of the

Commonwealth's natural heritage, and a key component of our fishing

industry. Because cod is such an integral part of the groundfishery, any

change in its abundance and allocation will have tremendous impacts for

the entire Gulf of Maine groundfishery, which has an annual value of $30

million and is central to the livelihoods of hundreds of fishermen and their

families, Therefore, I am appreciative that NOAA is taking steps to review

additional data, keep stakeholders informed, and explore alternatives to

maintain stability in both the groundfishery and the fishing industry'

It is important that we get this right for our fishermen. To that end, I

have made the Commonwealth's Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF),

through its partnership with the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth's

@ Pnrrrrr or Rnllnr Pmcn



Secretary John BrYson

January 6,2012
Page 2

School of Marine Science and Technology and Marine Fisheries lnstitute

(MFl), available to provide assistance and information to NOAA Fisheries

during its review of the current stock assessments and ongoing policies'

MFI and DMF have a wealth of institutional knowledge on this topic as they

were involved in efforts to address a similar crisis facing the fishery in 1999.

Additionally, I want to urge NOAA Fisheries to adopt maximum

flexibility in order to design pragmatic management and restoration policies

that maintain stable fisheries and fishing communities.

Finally, I understand the Department is closely reviewing the

Cornmonwealth's November disaster request for the economic loss

Massachusetts'fishermen have incurred due to the transition to catch

shares. I want to once again urge a favorable response so that we can

protect the Commonwealth's historic and economically important

groundfish fleet.

Thank you for your consideration, as well as your service to the

nation.

CC: Senator John Kerry

Senator Scott Brown

Representative BarneY Frank

Representative Bill Keating

Representative Mike CaPuano

Representative John TierneY

Representative Steven LYnch

Eric Schwaab, NMFS Administrator



Secretary John Bryson

January 6,2012
Page 3

Rick Sullivan, EEA Secretary

Bill White, EEA Assistant Secretary

Mary Griffin, DFG Commissioner

Paul Diodati, DMF Director

Dr. David Pierce, DMF Deputy Director

Dr. Brian Rothschild, MFI Co'Chair

Paul Howard, NEFMC Executive Director

C.M. Cunningham, NEFMC Chairman





91 FAIRVIEWAVE
PORSTMOUTH NH 03801

January 9,2012
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NEW ENGLAND FISHERY
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

New Enghnd Fishery Management Council
50 Wat€r Steet, Mill2
No¡ðurypo$ MA01950
Phonc: (978)4654492
Fax: (978)4ó5-3116

Dear NEFMC Courrcil Membeæ:

We repræent a group of Commercial Fishermen wih fte Limited Access Han@ear HA Permits, employing the
use Rod and Reel or Hand lines to catch Cod, Haddock and Pollock along with small quantities of other
regulated and norrregulated marine fish.

We are efremely concerned wih the latest stock assessment conduc{ed on GOM cod. We believe that the
assessment failed to consider the best available science with regad to tagging studies ard the latest
infonnation pertaining to stock boundaries. The problem is he eastern GOM cod & Eastem Georges bank
stocks are not æhrilding while tlp r,ræstem GOM and Weslern Georges bank stock is. Until a new stock
assessment can be ænclucted to consider the most reoent scientific research on GOM cod, fp GOM cod AGL
for the 2012 fishing year should remain fixed at the same þvel as 2011.

Belor is some of fte most recent tûlork on GOM cod hat was not considered in he latest stock assessment

l. Exploring FinÈsoare Ecology îor Gro¿ndfìsh ìn the Gulf of MaÍneandGeorges
Bank, Gencllc lnslghts ittto the STocft *ucût¡e of Atlantlc Cod tn USWatüÊ,
Adrienne Kovach

hüpl fymìr.gmri.org/community/sæ8úãterKovach_Adrienne/Kovach_Adrienne_Ab
stractpdf

'The q.¡nent managemerìt models are q/picalþ based on the "old dogma" of panmidic populations, and
do not ænsider fir¡e-scale population structure. Stocks encn'mpass large geographic ægions wifr
multiple oceanognaphicfeatt¡res and may be cønprised of individuals with potentially diñerent life
history histories. As sucfr, their bq¡rdaies may not have a biologícal basis. This may be true fcr co'd in
U.S. waters, wtrich are ornently managed according to a tr,ro stock model, consisting of (1) a Gulf of
Maine stock ard (2) a stock comprised of Georges Bank and areas southward, fom sol¡thern Nelv
England to f¡e mid-Atlantic coast. Evidence inconsister¡t wittr tfe cunent managernent model indudes
mo\rement data fom recent tagging str"dies fl-allack and Wlritficrd 2008) and genetic data (Lage et al.
20û1, \Â/irgin et al. 2007). "

ln conclusion, we fuund shong evidence fø poprlation genet¡c struduæ that is not consistent with the
2-$ock manaçment model, cod in us waters are broadly sfndured into 3 grops: 1) a nofthern
spring sparning coastal complex in the GOM, 2) a souûnm complex consisting of winter-sparning
inshoæ GOM, ofishoe GOM ard sites sor¡th of Cape Cod, and 3) a Georges Bank population....

2. "tll/orkshop on Reconciling SpatialScales and Stock Strucü.¡rcs for Fisheries
Science and Management" 20ll

NORTHEAST HOOK
FISHERMAN'S ASSOCIATION



NEW COD STOCKS DEFINED BY WGOM AND EGOM
WGOM WEST OF BLUE OR RED LINE*
EGOM EAST OF BLUE OR RED LINE*

*Exact boundaries (maybe 3) derived by best available science to include tagging studies, genetics, etc.

Thsre wlll be rc bnoera conumrcht cod llo flsherv ln tfre GOM tf no acüon i¡ taken. Tfre ood jig fisfrery
was the frs in New Eçlmd and if nohirp is done it $,ill be he first to be eliminated if the cr¡ts proposed ere
made to tfp GOM cod $ocks.

Reçectñrlly,

Marc Sþttner

NEHFA MEMBERS: Christopher DiPilato, Paul Hoftnan, Hilary Dombrowski, Scd Rice, Ed Snell,
Marc Stettner

lf you an a h&er of a gnunüsh llA pnrult and wish to jdn the NEHFA, plææ cortad- thê NEHFA af ftro eør€ss aôor,€.
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