Key Dates
May 2013
Conference website open for abstract submission
August 2013
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December 2013
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January 2014
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3-6 March 2014
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Local Host
FAO, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations
Local Arrangements
Consult conference website at:
www.fisherydependentdata.com
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FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy
Outcome
Selected papers from the conference will be included in a
special edition of the JCES Journal of Marine Science which
will be published in 2015. Authors will be provided with
information on the manuscript selection and publication
processes upon acceptance of abstracts.
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procedures can be found on the conference website: www.
fisherydependentdata.com.
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It is well recognized that we need to establish sustainability as
the cornerstone of fisheries policy. This is reflected in many
initiatives by governments and international organizations
at national, regional and global scales. Fisheries are complex
socio-ecological systems that occur in a dynamic environment,
and significant advances are required to obtain the information
needed to manage them. Under an ecosystem approach to
fisheries (EAF), the scope of fisheries management is even
broader, requiring a very large knowledge base for decisionmaking. As we expand this knowledge, we must increase our
understanding of many areas, ranging from the impact of
fisheries on resources and ecosystems, to social, economic and
governance aspects of the fishery "system". Initiatives such
as the reform of the EU Common Fisheries Policy, the United
States' National Ocean Policy, and the introduction of new
concepts like results-based management, self management
and burden-of-proof, create additional information needs that
will be challenging to address. Information needs for small
scale fisheries are perhaps even more complex. These fisheries
provide food and livelihoods to billions of people, particularly in
developing nations, but their sustainability is threatened because
policy implementation is often difficult and data availability is
poor. Participation of stakeholders at all levels of the fisheries
system - from data collection and formulation of knowledge to
decision-making and policy implementation - are essential to the
achievement of affordable and sustainable fishing practices.

We wish to bring together scientists, policy makers, managers,
fishers, and other stakeholders from all over the world and to
encourage dialogue among these groups. The importance of
documenting lessons learned and comparing and contrasting
relevant policy challenges and solutions will be emphasized.
In general, we seek presentations and posters which focus
on fishery dependent information requirements to support
science, management and policy development, and on the
collection and use of fishery dependent data, including
conventional and novel data collection methods, analysis
and interpretation. In particular, the conveners would like to
stimulate discussions at regional and global scales concerning
challenges in the collection, compilation and interpretation
of catch, bycatch and ancillary data. We therefore encourage
broad international participation.
In the second in the series of Fishery Dependent Information
symposia we will consider the changing face of fisheries
management and the related data and knowledge needs. We
will also explore how the fisheries system, including collection,
interpretation and use of data and information, can be made
more cost-effective and more legitimate by the stakeholders.
Areas such as participatory management strategies; data
collection and interpretation with strong integration of fishers
and fishing communities; improved strategies for sampling
commercial catches and monitoring changes in the ecosystem;
data precision and quality from observer and self-sampling
programmes; and use of data derived from new technologies
such as VMS and onboard camera systems will be among the
many topics covered.
The conference will explore the role of fishers in collecting
data, the incorporation of fisher-collected data and knowledge
in science, management and policy-making, and the broader
role of stakeholders in this process. This will be supported
by a dedicated session on the outcome of the EU-funded
EcoFishMan project, which will review recent advances in the
field of results-based management, and consider international
experiences and lessons learnt in self-regulation fisheries
management systems.

We seek presentations falling under four broad areas, including:
• Data Requirements - data required for evolving policy
and management frameworks, such as the ecosystems
approach to fisheries (EAF), results-based management,
and risk management; requirements for self-evaluation of
fisheries governance
• Data Collection - observer programs; cooperative research
with industry; innovative data collection strategies such as
self sampling and reference fleets; Electronic Monitoring
systems; ancillary data collection during fishing
operations in support of the EAF
• Data Integration - integration of multiple and/or
increasing sources of data; open-source data repositories
and metadata catalogues to support fishery dependent
analyses
• Data Analysis - evaluation offisherydependent data,
including impacts of fishing on target and bycatch
species, on fish communities and habitats, and as
indicators for stock condition and distribution; impacts of
uncertainty and bias on stock assessments and inclusion
.of this uncertainty in policy development; selection of
appropriate metrics to define fishing effort; evaluation of
the effectiveness and impact of increased (or full) catch
retention requirements

