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HABITAT COMMITTEE (August 13,2007) 

Meeting Summary 
The Habitat Committee reviewed the timeline for developing the Draft Coastal Shark Fishery 
Management Plan and specifically discussed the development of the Habitat Section of the document. As 
part of the Commission's effort to strengthen the Habitat Program, the Committee is in the process of 
reviewing and revising its operational procedures, including the drafting of habitat sections of fishery 
management plans, developing source documents, revising the project/permit comment procedure, and 
reviewing the effectiveness of the Habitat Program. The Committee discussed the growing issue of 
working waterfronts and will refer the issue to the ISFMP Policy Board in recognition of the fact that the 
impacts may not be limited to coastal habitats. Wilson Laney was nominated as Vice-chair to the Habitat 
Committee. The nomination will be forwarded to the Commission's Chairman for consideration. To 
conclude the meeting, the Committee honored Bill Goldsborough for his 1O-yeartenure as Chair of the 
Habitat Committee. For more information, please contact Jessie Thomas, Habitat Coordinator, at 
(202)289-6400 or jthomas@asmfc.org. 

AMERICAN LOBSTER MANAGEMENT BOARD (August 13, 2007) 

Press Release 
ASMFC Lobster Board Approves V-Notch Plan for Long Island Sound 

Alexandria, VA - The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission's American Lobster Management 
Board approved the implementation ofa conservation-equivalent plan for Long Island Sound in 
Connecticut and New York (lobster conservation management area 6), instituting a v-notch-based lobster 
stock restoration program in place of the 1/16" minimum length increase approved in May 2007 through 
Addendum XI. Under the Commission's fishery management planning process, alternative measures can 
be adopted if they can be shown through technical review to be "conservation-equivalent" (having 
equivalent conservation value) to the initial plan. 

"I appreciate the Board's support for this important plan. It provides a win-win scenario for both the Long 
Island Sound lobster industry and lobster resource," states Eric Smith of the Connecticut Department of 
Environmental Protection. "The state-funded plan involves a unique collaborative venture of the state's 
maritime high schools and lobstermen that will conserve and rebuild a depressed natural resource, aid a 
beleaguered maritime industry, and provide hands-on, on-the-water experiential learning for high school 
students." 

The plan provides for the v-notching of approximately 60,000 legal-sized female lobsters (3-5/16") in 
each of the two years (July 1, 2007/June 30, 2008 and July 1, 2008/June 30, 2009) and establishes 
strategies to meet the plan's conservation goals in the event that the v-notch targets are not met. 

For more information, please contact Toni Kerns, Senior Fisheries Management Plan Coordinator for 
Management, at (202) 289-6400 or tkerns@asmfc.org. 

### 
PR07-17 

Motions 
Move that the lobster conservation management area 6 proposal for conservation equivalency 
based on the options related to a natural mortality rate equal to 0.15 be adopted by the 
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Management Board as indicated in the document dated July 26, 2007 and submitted by the CT
 
DEP and CT LRAC.
 
Motion made by Mr. Smith, second by Mr. Augustine. Motion passes (7 in favor, I opposed, 0 null, I
 
abstention).
 

Move to amend Addendum XI, section 2.1.3.2.2 Maximum Gauge Size, to allow an exception for the
 
recreational dive fishermen in LCMA 4 and 5 to possess one male lobster above the maximum size
 
length (5 W') per trip.
 
Motion made by Mr. Himchak, second by Mr. Smith. Motion fails for lack ofa 2/3 majority.
 

ATLANTIC HERRING SECTION (August 13, 2007)
 

Meeting Summary 
The Atlantic Herring Section met to revisit the 2006 Fishery Management Plan (FMP) Review and 
discuss state compliance with the spawning closure provision of Technical Addendum I to Amendment II 
to the Interstate FMP for Atlantic Herring. 

At the May meeting, the Section could not approve the FMP Review because Massachusetts had not 
submitted a compliance report. The revised 2006 FMP Review contained the Massachusetts compliance 
report and received approval from the Section. 

The Section forwarded a recommendation to the ISFMP Policy Board to find the State ofMaine out of 
compliance with the spawning closure provision ofTechnical Addendum I to Amendment 2 to the 
Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Herring. For more information, please see the press 
release under the Business Session on page II. . 

For more information, please contact Christopher Vonderweidt, Fisheries Management Plan Coordinator, 
at (202) 289-6400 or cvonderweidt@asmfc.org. 

Motions 
Move to approve the FMP Review. 
Motion made by Mr. P. White, second by Mr. Augustine. Motion approved. 

Move that the Atlantic Herring Section recommend to the ISFMP Policy Board that the State of 
Maine be found out of compliance effective September 24, 2007 for not fully and effectively 
implementing and enforcing Amendment 2 and Technical Addendum 1 to the Interstate Fishery 
Management Plan for Atlantic Herring. The State of Maine has not implemented the spawning 
restrictions (Section 4.3.2) contained in the Plan. The spawning restrictions are necessary to 
protect the spawning aggregations that are highly susceptible to fishing in order to ensure 
continued recruitment to the stock. In order to come back into compliance the State of Maine must 
implement the spawning restrictions as detailed in Amendment 2 and Technical Addendum 1. 
Motion made by Mr. Nelson, second by Mr. Calomo. Motion carries (6 in favor, I opposed). 
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SUMMER FLOUNDER, SCUP, AND BLACK SEA BASS MANAGEMENT BOARD (August 14, 
2007) 

Press Release 
ASMFC Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Board Approves Addendum XIX 

Alexandria, VA - The Commission's Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Management Board
 
approved Addendum XIX to the Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Fishery Management Plan
 
(FMP). The Addendum extends the current state-by-state black sea bass commercial management strategy
 
indefinitely and maintains the current summer flounder recreational allocation strategy. It also redefines
 
the stock status determination criteria for summer flounder, scup, and black sea bass.
 

Black Sea Bass Commercial Management Strategy
 
Since 2003, the black sea bass commercial fishery has been managed through a state-by-state allocation
 
system, with each state allocated a percentage of the coastwide quota. Under this system, states are .
 
provided the flexibility to manage their quota for the greatest benefits of their commercial fishing
 
industries. This management strategy was set to expire by December 31, 2007. Under Addendum XIX,
 
the state-specific shares remain as follows: Maine and New Hampshire (0.05% each), Connecticut (1%),
 
Delaware (5%), New York (7%), Rhode Island, North Carolina and Maryland (11% each), Massachusetts
 
(13%), and New Jersey, and Virginia (20% each).
 

Summer Flounder Recreational Allocation Strategy 
Currently, summer flounder state recreational allocations are based on the proportion of state landings to 
coastwide landings reported in 1998. This provides states the flexibility to develop state-specific 
conservation equivalent management measures to achieve the coastwide recreational harvest limit. 
Addendum XIX maintains the present summer flounder recreational state allocation strategy. 

Stock Status Determination Criteria 
Addendum XIX allows the Board to adjust biological reference points based on peer reviewed 
recommendations through Board action in lieu of the more protracted addendum/amendment process 
currently required. 

Summer Flounder Reference Points 
Following the recommendations of the Summer Flounder Assessment and Biological Reference Point 
Update for 2006, the Board adopted new biological reference points for determining whether summer 
flounder is overfished or experiencing overfishing. Spawning stock biomass (SSB) will now be used in 
place of biomass, with the SSB threshold and target limits set at 98.5 million pounds and 197 million 
pounds, respectively. The Board also approved a fishing mortality rate threshold of 0.28. 

In other action, the 2007 black sea bass quota and the 2007 Scup Winter II quota and trip limit were 
revised based on the reinstatement of 18,142 pounds of unused research set-aside quota for the black sea 
bass fishery and the rollover of 644, 155 pounds of scup quota from the Winter I period to the Winter II 
period, respectively. The new Scup Winter 11 trip limit is 3,500 pounds per trip. 

The actions under Addendum XIX are effective immediately. Copies of Addendum XIX will be available 
by mid-September and can be obtained via the Commission's website at www.asmfc.org under Breaking 
News or by contacting the Commission at (202) 289-6400. For more information, please contact Toni 
Kerns, Senior Fisheries Management Plan Coordinator for Management, at (202) 289-6400 or 
tkerns@asmfc.org. 

PR07-18 

5 



Meeting Summary 
After a thorough discussion, the Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Management Board agreed 
to work jointly with the National Marine Fisheries Service to complete and evaluate a summer flounder 
stock assessment through the Northeast Regional Stock Assessment Workshop/Stock Assessment Review 
Committee (SAW/SARC) process. The Board's decision reflects its belief that the SAW/SARC process 
will provide a rigorous independent review that will meet the Board's needs. For more information, 
please contact Toni Kerns, Senior Fisheries Management Plan Coordinator for Management, at (202) 
289-6400 or tkerns@asmfc.org. 

Motions 
Move to adopt black sea bass commercial management Option 5 (Extension of state-by-state
 
management program with no expiration date).
 
Motion made by Dr. Pierce, second by Mr. McCloy. Motion carries (9 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 abstentions),
 

Move to adopt Summer Flounder Recreational Allocation Option 1 (Status quo).
 
Motion made by Dr. Pierce, second by Mr. McCloy. Motion carries (8 in favor, l opposed, 2 abstentions,
 
l null).
 

Move to adopt Stock Status Determination Criteria Option 2 (Redefine the status determination
 
criteria).
 
Motion made by Dr. Pierce, second by Mr. Smith. Motion carries (7 in favor, 2 opposed).
 

Move to adopt Addendum XIX as amended today.
 
Motion made by Mr. Adler, second by Mr. McCloy. Motion carries.
 

Move to adopt the 2006 Recommendations: Flhre.hold = 0.28, SSBlhre.hold = 98.6 mlbs., SSBlargel = 197
 
mlbs.
 
Motion made by Mr. Augustine, second by Mr. Smith. Motion carries (10 in favor, l opposed).
 

Move to support a summer flounder SAW/SARC peer review of the benchmark assessment
 
provided the Board-adjusted Technical Committee 2008 Terms of Reference are included in that
 
review. If not, then we should proceed with an ASMFC external peer review.
 
Motion made by Dr. Pierce, second by Mr. Gibson. Motion carries (10 in favor,'! opposed, } abstention).
 

Move to nominate A.C. Carpenter for Vice Chair.
 
Motion made by Dr. Daniel, second by Mr. Augustine. Motion passes.
 

AMERICAN EEL MANAGEMENT BOARD (August 14, 2007)
 

Meeting Summary 
At its Summer August Meeting, the American Eel Management Board was updated on the development 
of Draft Addendum II. The Draft Addendum has been presented to the Technical Committee and 
Advisory Panel for comment. The Committee and Panel have reserved comment until further information 
is available to better inform their decisions. The Stock Assessment Subcommittee (SASC) brought 
forward a proposal for developing information on productivity and escapement, which would better 
inform the Technical Committee, Advisory Panel, and Management Board when they make decisions on 
size limits in Draft Addendum II. The SASC's proposal, which was presented to the Board at this 
meeting, involves using the SLYME model developed by David Cairns from Canada DFO. The Technical 
Committee supports using this life history-based model to explore the effects of different management 
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scenarios on egg production and escapement oflarger eels. The Board has endorsed using this model and 
supports the SASC in moving forward with its investigation. 

The American Eel Management Board was also presented with an update on the development of a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the Great Lakes Fishery Commission. At this time, both 
Commissions have approved the development of the MOA; staff from both Commissions as well as a 
representative from US Fish and Wildlife Service will draft the MOA. Staff anticipates that a draft of the 
MOA will be available for Board review at the Annual Meeting. For more information, please contact 
Erika Robbins, Fisheries management Plan Coordinator, at (202) 289-6400 or erobbins@asmfc.org. 

Motions 
No motions made. 

STURGEON MANAGEMENT BOARD (August 14,2007) 

Meeting Summary 
At its Summer Meeting, the Sturgeon Management Board was presented with the findings of the 2007 
Atlantic Sturgeon Bycatch Workshop. The report from the workshop identified anchored gillnets and the 
monkfish fishery as primary sources of Atlantic sturgeon bycatch and bycatch mortality. The report will 
be available online at www.asmfc.org under Breaking News. The Sturgeon Management Board also 
received a report from the July Sturgeon Technical Committee meeting. 

Under other business, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) provided an update on the NMFS 
Status Review Team's recommendation to list as threatened Atlantic sturgeon in the New York Bight, 
Mid-Atlantic, and Carolina Distinct Population Segments. Any proposal of listing would be made by mid­
2008. 

There is a US Fish and Wildlife Service and NMFS controlled propagation policy for recovery of species 
listed under the Endangered Species Act. As a candidate species, this controlled propagation policy is 
applicable to the Atlantic sturgeon. The Sturgeon Management Board requests that staff examine and 
compare the USFWS-NMFS controlled propagation policy.with the ASMFC Stocking Protocol for 
Atlantic sturgeon. A report on the findings will be presented at the Annual Meeting. For more 
information, please contact Erika Robbins, Fisheries management Plan Coordinator, at (202) 289-6400 or 
erobbins@asmfc.org. 

Motions 
No motions made. 

SPINY DOGFISH & COASTAL SHARKS MANAGEMENT BOARD (August 14,2007) 

Meeting Summary 
The Spiny Dogfish & Coastal Sharks Management Board met to review state compliance for the 2006­
2007 fishing season and give input on the Draft Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Coastal Sharks. 

The Board found all states to be in compliance with all elements of the Fishery Management Plan for 
Spiny Dogfish and granted Delaware, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida de minimis status for the 
2007/2008 fishing season. 
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The Board also gave input to the Plan Development Team (PDT) on the Draft Interstate Fishery 
Management Plan for Coastal Sharks. The Plan Development Team will incorporate the changes and is 

. hopeful to have the Draft for Public Comment completed by the Annual Meeting in October. 

Following the PDT presentation, the National Marine Fisheries Service Office of Sustainable Fisheries
 
Highly Migratory Species Division (HMS) presented their proposed rule for sharks in federal waters.
 
Preferred alternatives of the rule include reduced quotas for all complexes, making sandbar sharks a
 
research fishery, dissolving management units, and restricting the species of sharks that recreational
 
fishermen can retain.
 

Motions
 
Move to approve de minimis status in the spiny dogfish fishery to DE, SC, GA, and FL.
 
Motion made by Mr. Augustine, second by Mr. P White. Motion carries
 

Move to accept the 2007 FNIP Review for Spiny Dogfish.
 
Motion made by Mr. Augustine, second by Mr. P White. Motion carries.
 

Move to remove option C from section 4.2.5 Recreational Fishing License ofthe Draft Shark FMP. 
Motion made by Mr. Calomo, second by Mr. Johnson. Motion carries. 

TAUTOG MANAGEMENT BOARD (August 15,2007) 

Press Release 
ASMFC Tautog Board Approves Addendum V to the FMP 

State Reduction Plans Approved 

Alexandria, VA - The Commission's Tautog Management Board approved Addendum V to the Interstate 
Fishery Management Plan for Tautog. The Addendum modifies the management program contained in 
Addendum IV by allowing states flexibility to achieve the necessary 25.6 percent reduction in 
exploitation through adjustments to their recreational and/or commercia! fisheries. 

Addendum IV, approved in January 2007, required a 25.6 percent reduction in exploitation rate to be 
taken exclusively from the states' recreational fisheries. While the recreational sector accounts for 
approximately 90 percent oftautog harvest coastwide, some states have significant commercial fisheries. 
Addendum V allows states to apply the necessary reductions to their recreational fisheries, commercial 
fisheries, or a combination of both according to each state's needs. 

The Board declined North Carolina's request to be removed from the management unit based on concern 
that undersized tautog caught in Virginia could legally be landed in North Carolina if no minimum size 
law existed. North Carolina concurred and agreed to maintain its 14" minimum size limit and remain in 
the management program as a de minimis state. 

In order to implement the required management measures by January I, 2008, states submitted reduction 
proposals for Technical Committee review in July. The Board reviewed the Committee's 
recommendations and approved proposals for all states within the tautog management unit (Massachusetts 
through North Carolina). The Board deferred action on a proposal by New Jersey as well as a joint 
proposal by Massachusetts and Rhode Island requesting a 12% reduction in their harvest versus the 
Addendum's reduction requirement of25.6 percent. The Board will revisit these proposals in October at 
the Commission's Annual Meeting. 
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Copies of Addendum V will be available by September I and can be obtained via the Commission's 
website at www.asmfc.org under Breaking News. For more information, please contact Christopher 
Vonderweidt, Fisheries Management Plan Coordinator, at 202/289-6400 or cvonderweidt@asmfc.org. 

### 
PR07-19 

Motions 
Move to approve the 2007 FMP Review for Tautog.
 
Motion made by Mr. Augustine, second by Mr. Smith. Motion passes unanimously.
 

Move that for Section 3.1 option 2 be selected for Draft Addendum V.
 
Motion made by Mr. Augustine, second by Mr. Gibson. Motion passes.
 

Move that North Carolina remain part ofthe management plan and maintains de minimis status.
 
Motion made by Mr. Augustine, second by Mr. Smith. Motion carries unanimously.
 

Move that all state proposals that use the standards in Addendum V to meet the requirements be
 
approved.
 
Motion made by Mr. Augustine, second by Mr. Smith. Motion passes (lOin favor, 0 opposed, I
 
abstention, 0 null).
 

Move that the Board approve the MAIRI request to take a 12% reduction in the 2008 harvest. 
Motion made by Dr. Pierce, second by Mr. Pope. 

Move to postpone this motion to the Annual Meeting. 
Motion made by Mr. Augustine, second by Mr. Himchak. Motion carries (8 in favor, 3 opposed). 

Move to approve Addendum V with the options selected by the Board. 
Motion made by Mr. Augustine, second by Mr. Adler. Motion carries (10 in favor, 0 opposed, I 
abstention, 0 null). 

ISFMP POLICY BOARD (August 15 & 16,2007) 

Meeting Summary 
The Interstate Fisheries Management Program Policy Board met to address a number of issues. The 
Policy Board discussed the national recreational fishery registration program being developed as required 
in the newly reauthorized Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation Management Act. The Policy Board 
received an update from the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on the progress and timeline for 
development of the registry. The Board agreed that this issue should be discussed again at the Annual 
Meeting to determine the appropriate Commission involvement. 

The Policy Board was presented with an update on the President's Ocean Action Plan. Presenters from 
the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative and the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
provided the update to the Board. 

An update on Chesapeake Bay non-native oyster activities was presented to the Policy Board. The 
Project Delivery Team (PDT) continues to develop an EIS on oyster restoration options for the 
Chesapeake Bay. The Commission's Interstate Shellfish Transport Committee will be meeting in 
September to review the work to date and provide feedback to the PDT. 
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The Policy Board discussed the use ofFAX ballots in making Commission decisions. The Board agreed 
that the Management Boards should decide on a case-by-case basis if the use of a FAX poll is appropriate 
to make a decision. The Management Board should consider the need for public input and the level of 
controversy associated with a pending decision when making a decision on the use of a FAX poll. 

The Policy Board reviewed a noncompliance recommendation from the Atlantic Herring Section 
regarding Maine's failure to implement the spawning closure provisions included in the Atlantic Herring 
FMP. This action is fully described on page 11 under the Business Session heading in this document. 

The Policy Board reviewed the use of de minimis provisions in interstate FMPs. The Board agreed to 
consider developing a level of standardization across FMPs at the Annual Meeting. Specifically, the 
Policy Board will consider if states can request de minimis status for commercial or recreational fisheries 
independently. 

A schedule to develop the next ASMFC Strategic Plan was developed. This Plan will be approved at the 
Annual Meeting in 2008 for implementation from 2009-2013. 

The Policy Board was presented with a summary ofthe Habitat Committee meeting that was held this 
week. Updates were provided on the various source documents that the Habitat Program has been 
working on recently. The Board also heard a report on the new Habitat Committee membership 
structure, and progress on the Habitat Program Operational Procedures Manual. The new Chair of the 
Habitat Committee is Karen Chytalo, and the nominated Vice-Chair is Wilson Laney. Bill Goldsborough 
received a formal acknowledgement of his ten-year commitment as Chair ofthe Habitat Committee. 

The Board was provided an overview of the coastwide workshop for the Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat 
Partnership held this past May. The report noted the preliminary list of species and habitat targets for the 
Partnership, and the current working groups. The first Interim Steering Committee meeting for the 
Partnership was held, and George Schuler of The Nature Conservancy was elected Chair. Updates on 
funding, presentations, and Partnership needs were also given. 

The Policy Board approved the membership of the Fishing Gear Technology Workgroup. The Board also 
approved a letter to be sent to the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission to notify them that the 
ASMFC is developing a coastal shark FMP and request that similar action is taken in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The ASMFC and the Regional Fishery Management Councils have about seven joint or complementary 
fishery management plans. Recently the states and the federal government have not been in alignment 
regarding management measures for many ofthose plans. At the Annual Meeting, the Policy Board will 
consider options to improve the alignment. For more information, please contact Robert Beal, ISFMP 
Director, at (202) 289-6400 or rbeal@asmfc.org. 

Motions 
On behalf of the Atlantic Herring Section, I move that ISFMP Policy Board recommend to the Full 
Commission that the State of Maine be found out of com pliance effective Septem ber 24, 2007 for 
not fully and effectively implementing and enforcing Amendment 2 and Technical Addendum I to 
the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Herring. The State of Maine has not 
implemented the spawning restrictions (Section 4.3.2) contained in the Plan. The spawning 
restrictions are necessary to protect the spawning aggregations that are highly susceptible to fishing 
in order to ensure continued recruitment to the stock. In order to come back into compliance the 
State of Maine must implement the spawning restrictions as detailed in Amendment 2 and 
Technical Addendum 1. 
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Motion made by Eric Smith on behalf of the Atlantic Herring Section. Motion carries (15 in favor, 0
 
opposed, 3 abstentions).
 

Move to approve the membership of individuals listed on the Fishing Gear Technology Work
 
Group memo as presented.
 
Motion made by Mr. Augustine, second by Mr. Boyles. Motion carries without objection.
 

BUSINESS SESSION (August 15,2007) 
Press Release 

ASMFC to Declare Maine Out of Compliance if Herring Spawning Closure Rule Fails Passage 

Alexandria, VA - The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission announces its intent to notify the 
Secretaries of Commerce and the Interior of its finding that the State of Maine is out of compliance with 
the required spawning closure provision contained in Technical Addendum I to Amendment 2 to the 
Interstate Fishery Management Plan (FMP) for Atlantic Herring. The notification will occur on 
September 24, 2007 if the State has failed to fully and effectively implement regulations that would bring 
it back into compliance. The spawning restrictions are necessary to protect the spawning aggregations that 
are highly susceptible to fishing so as to ensure continued recruitment to the stock. This action is taken 
pursuant to the provisions of the Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative Management Act of 1993. 

At the Atlantic Herring Section meeting, the State of Maine reported that it has initiated its regulatory 
process to implement the spawning closure requirement. In the meantime, Maine's herring industry has 
declared it intention to voluntarily not fish in closed areas until the regulation has been approved. The 
herring industry has signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) to this effect. 

"The Atlantic Herring Section is very encouraged by the signing of a MOA between the Department of 
Marine Resources and its herring industry, affirming the industry's commitment to adhere to the 
spawning closure until the State formally promulgates and implements its regulation," stated Section 
Chair Eric Smith with the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection. "Because of this, the 
Section has asked the Commission to give the State ofMaine sufficient time to finalize its regulations and 
come into compliance with the required management measures." 

Technical Addendum I, approved in August 2006, prohibited any directed herring fishing in closed 
spawning areas. Affected states were required to implement the required management measures by 
January 1,2007. To date, the State of Maine has not implemented the Spawning closure provision of 
Technical Addendum I. Its regulations allow commercial fishermen to target herring during a closure as 
long as the catch does not contain any spawn herring. The Maine Department of Resources twice 
proposed regulations that would have brought Maine into compliance with the spawning closure 
requirement but were not supported by the Maine Department of Marine Resources Advisory Council. 
Maine law requires the Advisory Council to approve fisheries regulations before they can be adopted. 

Upon notification by the Commission, the Secretary of Commerce has 30 days to review the 
recommendation and determine appropriate action, which may include a federal moratorium on fishing 
for the affected species. For more information, please contact Robert Beal, Director, Interstate Fisheries 
Management Program, at (202) 289-6400. 

Motions 
On behalf of the ISFMP Policy Board, I move that the Full Commission find the State of Maine out 
of compliance effective September 24, 2007 for not fully and effectively implementing and enforcing 
Amendment 2 and Technical Addendum 1 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic 
Herring. The State of Maine has not implemented the spawning restrictions (Section 4.3.2) 
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contained in the Plan. The spawning restrictions are necessary to protect the spawning
 
aggregations that are highly susceptible to fishing in order to ensure continued recruitment to the
 
stock. In order to come back into compliance the State of Maine must implement the spawning
 
restrictions as detailed in Amendment 2 and Technical Addendum 1.
 
Motion made by Robert Boyles on behalf ofthe ISFMP Policy Board. Motion carries (14 favor, 0 against,
 
onull, 2 abstentions).
 

ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS MANAGEMENT BOARD (August 15,2007) 

Press Release 
ASMFC Striped Bass Board Approves RI and MD Proposals 

Alexandria, VA - The Commission's Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board approved proposals from 
Rhode Island and Maryland for alternative management. The Rhode Island proposal alters the minimum 
size limit and quota for the state's commercial floating fish trap sector. The Maryland proposal opens a 
two-week recreational fishery in the Susquehanna Flats, a small area in the upper Chesapeake Bay. 

Unable to attain their allocation of the state's coastal commercial quota, Rhode Island's commercial 
floating fish trap fishermen asked the Rhode Island Division of Environmental Management to propose a 
reduction in the minimum size limit from 28 inches to 26 inches for that fishery. A state may request a 
change to its regulations if it can demonstrate that the proposed management program is conservationally 
equivalent to the standards included in Amendment 6. The analysis for the proposal found that the lower 
minimum size limit would require a reduction in the trap fishery's quota by 3.8 percent to be equivalent to 
the original size limit and quota. This resulted in quota for the trap fishery of93,788 pounds, down from 
97,450 pounds. Rhode Island hopes to implement the new size limit and quota for the remainder of2007. 

The Maryland Department ofNatural Resources proposed a recreational fishery in the Susquehanna Flats 
to provide a local fishing opportunity for anglers. The Susquehanna Flats has been limited to a catch and 
release fishery in the spring since the statewide moratorium ending in 1990. The fishery will operate 
under a one fish creel limit and an 18-26 inch slot limit from May 16-31, 2008. Given the regulations, the 
fishery is expected to harvest a limited number of resident fish. The harvest will be monitored and 
counted towards the bay-wide quota for resident striped bass. Maryland will report back to the Board on 
the 2008 fishery and may propose continuation ofthe fishery for additional years. 

The Board also approved the 2007 Fishery Management Plan Review. The FMP Review will be available 
on the Commission's website at http://www.asmfc.orglbreakingNews.htm. Doug Grout, Chair of the 
Technical Committee, provided the Board with an update on the Stock Assessment and Tagging 
Subcommittees' workshops for the 2007 stock assessment. This assessment will undergo a peer review 
through the Northeast Regional Stock Assessment Workshop in November. The Board also approved the 
nominations of John McMurray (New York) and Kyle Schick (Potomac River Fisheries Commission) to 
the Striped Bass Advisory Panel. 

For more information on any of the Board's actions, please contact Nichola Meserve, Striped Bass 
Fishery Management Plan Coordinator, at (202)289-6400 or nmeserve@asmfc.org. 

### 

PR07-20 
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Motions 
Move to approve the RI conservation equivalency proposal for the commercial floating trap
 
fishery. If the proposal is implemented in the 2007, RI will fish to the reduced 26" quota.
 

. Motion made by Mr. Gibson, second by Mr. Smith. Motion passes. 

Move to approve Maryland Susquehanna Flats proposal for 2008 as presented on August 15,2007. 
Motion made by Mr. King, second by Mr. Carpenter. Motion passes. 

Move to approve John McMurray from NY and Kyle Schick from PRFC to the advisory panel.
 
Motion made by Mr. Augustine, second by Mr. Carpenter. Motion passes without objection.
 

SHAD & RIVER HERRING MANAGEMENT BOARD (August 16,2007) 

Press Release 
ASMFC American Shad Stock Assessment Passes Peer Review 

Findings Indicate that Most Shad Stocks Are Not Recovering 

Alexandria, VA - An independent panel of fisheries science experts has endorsed the 2007 benchmark
 
stock assessment and provided recommendations for the improvement of future assessments. These
 
findings were reported to the ASMFC Shad and River Herring Management Board for consideration in
 
future management decisions.
 

Once one of the most important exploited fish species in North America, American shad stocks are 
currently at all-time lows and do not appear to be recovering. Recent declines of American shad were 
reported for Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Georgia stocks, and for the Hudson (NY), 
Susquehanna (PA), James (VA), and Edisto (SC) Rivers. Low and stable stock abundance was indicated 
for Massachusetts, Connecticut, Delaware, the Chesapeake Bay, the Rappahannock River (VA), and some 
South Carolina and Florida stocks. Stocks in the Potomac and York Rivers (VA) have shown some signs 
of rebounding in recent years. Data limitations and conflicting data precluded the report from indicating 
much about the current status or trend of many of the stocks from North or South Carolina. 

The report identified primary causes for stock decline as a combination of overfishing, pollution, and 
habitat loss due to dam construction. In recent years, coastwide harvests have been on the order of 500­
900 metric tons, nearly two orders of magnitude lower than in the late 19th century. Given these findings, 
the panel recommended that current restoration actions need to be reviewed and new ones need to be 
identified and applied. The panel suggested considering a reduction of fishing mortality, enhancement of 
dam passage and mitigation of dam-related fish mortality, stocking, and habitat restoration. 

Overall, the stock assessment report and its authors, the ASMFC Shad Stock Assessment Subcommittee, 
received high praise from the peer review panel who characterized the report, "as one of the most 
comprehensive collections of fisheries related data ever assembled for [American shad]." The 2007 
benchmark assessment, which was four years in the making, contains an extensive compilation of data 
from many sources and examines status at the river-stock level for some 30 different stocks. The stock 
assessment included information from all local, regional, and federal management agencies, as well as 
independently funded academic studies. Copies of the stock assessment and peer review panel reports will 
be available by the end of September and can be found on the Commission's website under Breaking 
News at www.asmfc.org or by contacting the Commission at 202/289-6400. For more information, please 
contact Megan Caldwell, Science Director, at 202/289-6400 or mcaldwell@asmfc.org. 
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Meeting Summary 
At its Summer Meeting, the Shad and River Herring Board received presentations on the American shad
 
stock assessment and the peer review reports. The peer review panel approved the benchmark stock
 
assessment for American shad and agreed with the conclusions and recommendations in the report. The
 
Board tasked staff with preparing a summary of the reports' findings and recommendations for potential
 
management actions for consideration at the next Board meeting.
 

The Board discussed a future assessment of river herring populations. The Board asked the Technical 
Committee to provide it with an estimate of how much time the Committee would need to complete an 

. assessment of Atlantic coast river herring stocks. The Committee's response will be prepared for the 
Board's next meeting. 

At a previous meeting, the Board exempted states from completing the recreational monitoring 
compliance requirement in anticipation of the development of a model upriver creel survey template. The· 
Executive Committee has decided to no longer pursue the development of this template and as a result the 
Shad and River Herring Board revisited its decision to postpone the compliance requirement. The Board 
has asked the Technical Committee to review the requirement to monitor recreational fisheries and 
recommend to the Board whether this compliance requirement should be maintained or revised. 

North Carolina proposed that the Board consider taking immediate action to develop an Amendment to 
reduce mortality of river herring. The Board voted to move forward with the development of a Public 
Information Document that contains management options to reduce river herring mortality. In the 
meantime, the Board has chosen to send a letter to the National Marine Fisheries Service and State 
Department asking these agencies to assess and address shad and river herring bycatch in federal and 
Canadian fisheries. For more information, please contact Erika Robbins, Fisheries management Plan 
Coordinator, at (202) 289-6400 or erobbins@asmfc.org. 

Motions 
Move to accept the 2007 Benchmark American Shad Stock Assessment Report and Peer Review 
Report. 
Motion made by Mr. P. White, second by Mr. Augustine. Motion carries without objection. 

Move to proceed immediately with an Amendment for River Herring that include options among 
which are a moratorium on fishing and other means to control mortality. 
Motion made by Dr. Daniel, second by Mr. Gibson. Motion passes without objection. 
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